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To the Voters of the Fourth Congressional District : 



Another trial to elect a Representative to Congress from the Fourth Dis- 
trict is soon to be made. Three candidates are presented for your suffrages ; 
and we desire to present to you some considerations to determine your 
choice between them. 

Mr. Kobinson already holds a profitable and responsible office under the 
State GoTemment ; the duties of which he discharges, as it is beHeved, in a 
manner creditable to himielf and acceptable to the Commonwealth. There 
seems no sufficient reason for removing him from that post of duty. And 
his nomination may perhaps be considered rather as intended as a compli- 
ment to himself, and a compliance with the usages of the party to which 
he belongs, than as made with any serious expectation of his election. At 
any rate, with a majority of more than seven thousand against him on the 
first trial, such expectations, if entertained, must now be abandoned. 

Of Mr. Thompson, it may be enough to say, that he is a gentleman of 
imdoubted respectability and private worth, who held, two years ago, the 
office of Representative from the District for a single term. He belonged 
to a class of men, of which our conmiunity fortunately furnishes many ex- 
amples, endowed with business talents sufficient to make him successful in 
his pursuits in life, with some general information on public affairs, pleasant 
manners, and, on the whole, competent to discharge the common duties of a 
Representative in ordinary times, without bringing discredit on himself or 
causing dissatisfaction to his constituents. He was elected by the aid of the 
votes of the Native Americans, having accepted the nomination of that 
party, as well as that of the Whigs, A€tur the experience of one session 
at Washington, it was understood thut ho founti 1\is position there so novel 
and unsuited to his habits of hfc, ihti duties of his office so irksome, and 
so little congenial to his tastes and wlih^p t^ut he was unwilling to be 
again a candidate. He announced lii;^ jgfe^ion to decline a reelection, to 
his friends, before the meeting of tht? Wn^^i^ti ict Convention, in the fall 
of 1846 ; and a letter from him was reM to that Canven^Mk communicating 
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the same purpose. The Conyention acceded to his request, and he left the 
public service with the respect and good wishes of his constituents. Their 
regard for his many estimable qualities is doubtless still unabated. If he is 
solicitous to repeat the experiment at any time when there is a vacancy in 
f the repres6ntation, he has a numerous circle of friends who, on personal 

I grounds, would be glad to gratify his wishes. But no such vacancy exists 

i 

The present incumbent, John G. Palfrey, is a candidate for reelection. 
That Mr. Palfrey is a man of unblemished private character, of spotless in- 
tegrity, of various learning, possessing a strong and highly cultivated intel- 
lect, a vigorous writer, and an earnest and impressive speaker, feV would 
be hardy enough to deny. The more candid, even of his opponents, admit 
that he is a man of thorough education, of great purity of character, frank- 
9 ness and sincerity of heart, industrious, upright and resolute. In all the 

accomplishments and acquisitions which form the statesman, and the qxiali- 
ties that adorn the man, it is certainly not too much to say that he need 
not shrink from a comparison with either of his competitors. During the 
time that he has held the office, no complaint has been made of any disre- 
gard of its ordinary duties, or of the business entrusted to him by his con- 
stituents. He has been always at his post, courteous, assiduous, and atten- 
tive. Why should he not be reelected ? 

Two objections have been chiefly urged against him. The first, relating 
to his votes for officers of the House of Representatives, at the opeuing of 
the last session of Congress, the other a charge of deserting the organiza- 
tion of the Whig party, to which he was indebted for his seat in the House. 
To judge of the weight which should be given to the former, of these, it is 
necessary to consider the circumstances imder which he became your I^p- 
resentative, and what line of conduct in that relation his constituents had a 
right to expect. 

The office was neither desired nor sought by him. When, two years ago, 
the Whig party of the District were in search of a candidate, they were 
anxious to find one who should bring with him some new element of 
strength. The Liberty Party, an active, disciplined, and increasing politi- 
cal organization, then held the balance of power ; and it was deemed highly 
desirable to pul^ in nomination a man who might at least disarm their 
opposition, if not conciliate their suj^rt. No Representative had been 
elected by Whig votes alone, since 1834. Beside, there was in the Whig 
party itself a growing ^(.iisi.^ of the; uEi;K>rtaiice of the question of slavery 
in our national politic^} a -spirit of detorriLtuE^d opposition to the encroach- 
ments of the slave po'vvur of thn South, und a sentiment that the time WjBS 
coming when these siibjecta MUfit a^siimo a predominance over aU dtheis, 
whixjh could not be safely diaf^pidcd. The eyes of the delegates in tlus 
eomiergency were generally clire^;^ to wank Mr. Palfrey, and he was solicited, 
from various an^^i^ucntlal qinajftefra^ to consent to stand for the office. He 
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was at that time Secretary of State, a position suited to his tastes and habits, 
and which he filled in an able and satisfactory^manner. His circumstances 
were such as to make some regular occupation and income necessary for the 
support and education of his family ; and many private considerations con- 
spired to render*a residence at Washington inconvenient, embarrassing, and 
personally undesirable. To all applications he returned a civil but decided 
refusal. He communicated to his Mends the reasons which, in his judg- 
ment, made it impossible for hini to accept the nomination. But his views 
on the question of slavery were well understood in our community. On an 
occasion to which we need not now allude, he had given a most signal and 
practical proof of his sincere and disinterested attachment to the cause of 
Hiiman Liberty. Within a few months preceding, he had published a se- 
ries of articles upon the Slave Power, so able and eloquent in style, and so 
fearless and uncompromising in sentiment, as to attract the attention and 
admiration of the whole people of the North. They had stirred the hearts 
of the people of Massachusetts as they were never before stirred on that 
subject, and had placed their author among the foremost champions of free- 
dom. Impressed by these considerations, and disregarding the announce- 
ment that they might soon be compelled to meet again to select some other 
candidate, the Convention by a majority of more than four fifths of the 
ballots in the first instance, and then by an unanimous vote, put Mr. Pal- 
frey in nomination. They could not be mistaken in his principles or pur- 
poses. He had published to the world, in the articles above referred to, 
such sentences as these. : — 

** Congressional legislation is to be what Senators and Kepresentatives in 
Congress shall will it to be ; and the Slave influence in Congress, though 
ostensibly in a decided minority in one House, has hitherto had a most 
baleful influence in determining that will, by a skilful use of the patronage 
of the Government, and by playing off^ against each other, the parties in 
the Free States. The prospect of a foreign embassy, of an executive depart- 
ment, and other prospects higher, and other yet much meaner than these, 
have too often proved powerful to sway the representative of freemen from 
the upright but not gainful line of fidelity to the honor and interests of his 
constituents." 

"The Free States, if they would make an effort for rescue from this 
thraldom, must be more careful than they have been to make sure of the 
ehaMieter, — the principles, the firmness, and the objects, — of those whom 
they invest wiUi this momentous i^ncy of the share that belongs to 
thein in the central administration. 'T^ idave-ridden South is perfectly 
true to itself in this matter." « It Hlpilly time that the Free should 
take their lesson of unanimity on the faiitamental principle of social well- 
being, and take like care of the pretended-object of their liveliest affection." 
'<Tiai£b, Sub-Treasuries, and Disiyibtttions of Public Lands, are very im- 
portant tilings. ParUes at the North have disagreed upon them, and may 
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continue to disagree. But the claims of justice and humanity, and the 
priceless worth of liberty, are things far more important, and upon these 
they profess to be of one accord. If so, it should be as impossible for any 
man to receive the trust of representing them in the sovereign haJls of their 
country's legislation, who does not hate Slavery with a deadly immitigable 
hatred, as it is, as yet, for any man to receive that trust at the South, who 
does not roll the poison as a sw^et morsel under his tongue.'' 

" They stupidly misjudge the people of Massachusetts, who think that 
they can marshal her parties, and carry her votes, and at the same time bid 
her be laggard and neutral while a great work of virtue and patriotism is 
going on. Her people love thrift. They ought to love it. But they who 
at home or abroad think to govern her through that impulse, have not read 
the primer of her history ; they have not learned the alphabet of her char- 
acter. There is a high prevailing integrity among her people. Nothing 
moves them like a great moral principle. At the last fall elections, forty 
thousand voters, more than a quarter of the whole number, stayed at home. 
"Why did they so ? Because there ^aa wanting a sufficiently strong moral 
bond of union in the old organizations. In great part because on the fore- 
most moral and political question of the age, one.of the leading parties was 
rotten to the core, and the other was not thought sufficiently its opposite." 

Entertaining and professing opinions like these, urged on all sides by the 
importunity of Mends, who implored him not to discard the opportunity of 
doing something for the great cause which he had so much at heart, and 
called upon to sacrifice private feelings and interests to what seemed an 
imperative public duty, and upon the repeated statement of leading- Whigs 
that they feared they could elect no other candidate, Mr. Palfrey at length 
yielded, and reluctantly accepted the nomination. On the second trial, the 
Liberty Party substantially withdrew from the contest, and he was elected. 

The Convention which nominated him had passed the following resolu- 
tion. 

" Resolved, That the Whigs of District No. 4., whose battle grounds are 
consecrated with the blood of those who periled their lives in defence of 
that sacred charter of our liberties which declares that aU men are bom 
free and equal, can recognise no condition of human existence but that 
of personal freedom, and that consequently we are determinedly opposed 
to every act of the national government which has for its object, or can 
have for its effect, the perpetuation and extension of the institution of 
Slavery. That we protest against the admission into this Union, or the 
annexation tp these States, either by conquest or treaty, of any new ^ve 
territory, — that we utterly condemn the annexation already consummated^ 
and the disgraceful war which has followed in its train. That we are the 
Mends of protection to man and protection to labor, and that we will use 
our utmost exertions to effect the repeal of the tariff law of* 1846, whieh 
we regard as another triumph of Southern influence, aided and assisted by 






the prostituted votes of those Korthem men who have been willing and are 
now ready to sacrifice the interests of their immediate constituents, at the 
demand of party dictation/' 

This resolution presents two leading issues ; first, uncompromising oppo- 
sition to Slavery and its progeny, the Mexican war ; secondly, protection to 
free labor ; and alludes to the sacrifice of principle to the requirements and 
dictation of party, in a manner not ipfamiliar to Massachusetts men. 

The Middlesex County Convention, which assembled in the same room 
on the same day, and was composed to a large extent of the same members, 
had passed resolutions no less emphatic. 

" Resolved, That the Whigs of Massachusetts have had enough of com- 
promises" I 

" Eesolved, That a war of invasion and conquest, entered upon for the 
support and defence, and prosecuted for the extension of Slavery, is ^an 
enormous crime ; that the executive war with Mexico, the first fruits of the 
annexation of Texas, can be justified by no reason * which does not draerve 
the scorn of man and the judgments of Heaven I ' And that to its com- 
mencement, .its support, and its continuance, we are uncompromisingly 
opp0s^." 

" Resolved, That believing it to have become the avowed and settled 
policy of the national Government to foster, strengthen, and extend the 
institution of Slavery, and that the rights of the Free States, as well as the 
fundamental principles of republican liberty, are thereby endangered, the 
Whigs of the North are boimd in duty to make the declaration, that they 
are to be now and henceforth regarded aa the decided and uncompromising 
eppwients of Slavery; that they are opposed to its farther extension, and 
to its continitance where it already exists ; that they will concur in all consti- 
tutional measures to abridge its limits, and promote its abolition ; and that 
to these their principles and purposes they will adhere at any political 
hazard.'* 

W^k-«uch expressions of the views of his constituents, in relation to the 
paramount importance of the slavery question, and the duty of a Represent- 
ative in Qongress in relation thereto, confirmed as the sense of the people 
of Massachusetts, by the resolves of her Legislature subsequently passed, 
and by th^ aC^tion of the various county conventions in the autumn of 1847, 
especialj^vof those counties from which the 4th District is composed, and 
rightfully regarding them in the light of instructions to himself, Mr. Palfrey 
proceeded at the appointed time to take his place in Congress. 
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Mr. Winthrop was nominated for Speaker by the Whig caucus, and Mr. 
Palfrey voted against him. He did not believe him trustworthy upon the 
two great questions of Slavery and War, which were with him the tests of 
political confidence. As a Massachusetts man, he would have desired to 
support the candidate from Massachusetts. So -Btrong was this desire, that 
almost at the last moment, he sought, perhaps unwisely, by a personal ap- 
plication to Mr. Winthrop, ta gain some assurance which would serve as a 
justification to himself and his constit^jents f6r yielding him Ms support, 
The answer of Mr. Winthrop referred him to his speeches and recorded 
votes. Among his recent votes had been that for the Mexican war ; among 
his recent speeches, that in Faneuil Hall in the autumn- of 1846, in which 
by sufficiently distinct implication, he had adhered to and justified that 
rate. 

The ♦House of Representatives acts chiefly through its committees. They 
prepare its business, and are said emphatically to be tho eyes and ears of 
the House. The Speaker; by the appointment of those committees, wields 
^ and controls the political power of the coimtry, to an extent that the people 
^ scarcely appreciate. Such power as this Mr. Palfrey could not consistently 
commit to the hands of Mr. Winthrop, and he voted for another Whig, in 
"^rhom he believed he could confide. 

<■ To the charge of hazarding a Democratic organization of the Bt^sc, 
' ,- liis reply would be : beyond the consideration that as things tumed-'out 
this would have been of no sort of consequence, inasmuch as there was no ? 
Whig policy during the session, and imder a Democratic Speaker proceed- ^* 
ings would have been substantially the same. ' 

1. That there was, in fact, no danger of the kind. The Democrats, as " ^ 
is obvious from their rotee^ were too much divided* among themselves to '' 
admit of such a possibility. ■ '' 

2. That if Mr. Winthrop had been defeated, the Whig party would Ijave 
united upon Caleb. B. Smith of Indiana, who had the second largest num- "^-^ , 
ber of votes at the caucus, and who was a reliable Northern man. Mr. 
Palfrey voted for Mr. Hudson, and not for Mr. Smith, in order that no ani- • 
mosity toward him might prevent the Whigs from uniting upon the latter.' 

3. That there was no probability at any moment that Mr. -"V^nthrop 
would be defeated. The South preferred to have him chos^, as far as 
might be, by Northern votes. But the South was substantially satisfied 
with Mr. Winthrop, and knew tbmt his election .was the best it coul4 do, 
Slid it would have elected him at all events. It did finally elect h^m, by 
the withdrawal of two votes (Mr. Holmes's of South Carolina, and Mr. 
Tompkins's of Mississippi,) from opposition. In letters to their constitu- 
ents, Mr. Cabell of Florida, and Mr. Holmes, defended their course on the 
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ground of the safety of the South in Mr. Wiuthrop's hands, and Mr. 
Hobnes put it distinctly upon the ground that the choice was between Mr. 
Winthrop, and some imcompromising opponent of Slavery and War. 

The appointment of the standing Committees justified to the full the 
worst apprehensions of your Representatiye. The Committee on Foreign 
Affairs had Truman Smith for its chairman, and not a member of that com- 
mitt^ was publicly known to be for stopping the war. Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, 
a yery amiable gentleman, but southern in all but latitude, was at the head 
of that on the Judiciary. Of the nine members of the all-important Com- 
mittee on the District, four were from Slave States, and one, a Democrat, 
was a Northern dough-face, while a sixth, an Ohio Whig, was reputed 
to be an owner of slaves in Maryland. 

.The subsequent action, or rather inaction of the committees, was a com- 
plete justification of Mr. Palfrey's course, and showed that he would have 
been deeply culpable, had he taken any other. He presented numerous 
^titions for the repeal of the law of Feb. 12th, 1793, and for provisions of 
law to protect our colored citizens, going to the SouthS^i ports ; they were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and rebeiT^d no attention. 
He presented numerous others respecting Slavery in* the District, Which 
went to the appropriate committee, and were no more heard ofl He had 
petitions with more than five thousand signatures for the stoppage of the 
Mexican War, which were buried by the Committee on Foreign Affairs. ^ 
There was nothing to indicate that the Speaker who appointed these com- 
mittees was from Massachusetts rather than from Mississippi. The work 
of the South in respect to Slavery could not have been more effectually 
done, if the most rabid South Carolinian had be^ in the chair of the 
House. A vote for Mr. Winthrop was virtually ^.vote for the appointment 
of those committees by whom the petitions of our citizens were suppressed. 

Much has been said of the message from Mr. Adams after the seconfF 
ballot, which was sent through Mr. Ashmun, and Mr. Rockw^oll^ regut^tiQ^ 
Mr. Palfrey to vote for Mr. Winthrop. Had he made the application jif^r- 
sonaUy, he would have learned that Mr. Palfrey \^3^ procc Ending upou'^ 
basis of fects partly imknown to him. It has since been asserted that *' tn-'f 
stead of going himself to Mr. P., Mr. A. <?xpresHlT dmlifuvl doing so ; " ^ 
which confirms the idea that Mr. Adams rather o^i^cntcci to the appHewfcioii 
, than originated it. He afterward, in conversation with Mr. Palfrey, aQiided 
to the transaction in terms that were in the highest degree satisfactory to 
him. 

• 
It has been charged as an inconsistency, that your representative voted 
for Mr. Campbell, a alave-Mlder, for Clerk, when he could not vote for Mr. 
Winthrop as Speaker. The answer is obvious. Mr. Palfrey had illbter, in 
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word or opinion, assumed the ground, that he must refuse his vote to a 
slave-holder, for every office. He voted for Mr. Campbell, simply upon the 
groimd, that in his opinion the Clerk is to such an extent a confidential 
officer both of the House, and of the Speaker, as to make it proper for*the 
dispatch of the public business, that he should be a person in sympathy 
with the dominant party ; and by that party, Mr. Campbell had been 
selected. The objections against voting for Mr. Winthrop had no applica- ^ 
tion to such a case. The Clerk has no such power, as that of determining 
the policy of the House by the appointment of Committees. He is merely 
a ministerial officer ; and had Mr. Winthrop been the Candidate for Clerk, 
Mr. Palfrey would doubtless have given him his cordial support. 

It has been shown that Mr. Campbell's course as a member of Congres, 
had been most objectionable on the subject of Slavery ; but Mr. Palfrey 
had made no investigation into that matter at that time, and would hardly 
have thought it his duty to punish him for his misdeeds as Kepresentative, 
by excluding him from the office of Clerk. 

> Again, Mr. Palfr«y has been complained of for voting for a Democrat as 
Postmaster of the House. The office was held, at the time, by a poor man 
with a large family, who was every way competent to the discharge of its ^ 
humble duties, but nevertheless a Democrat ; and Mr. Palfrey gave him 
his vote. In this he did but apply a principle long familiar to him, and 
for which he can have no apology to make, viz. ; that for reasons both of 
public policy and private justice, merely ministerial offices should not be 
displaced as a consequence of a transfer of power between parties. He had 
acted uniformly upon this rule while Secretary of Massachusetts. Other 
Whigs, against whom^o outcry has been raised (for instance Mr. Thiba- 
deaux of La., and Mr. Hourton of Del.) voted as he did on this occasion. 
It is gratifying to know that General Taylor, who is "none tj\e less accept- 
able" to hisi admirers "for not being an ultra Whig," ha? expressed -his 
iidhealon to the same doctrine. Mr. Palfrey does not belong to the party, 
whiat(jver party it be, that is " held together by the cohesive power of pub- 
lic plundor." He^a^ informed that the Postmaster was a ministerial officer, 
without polkioal i|^uence — that the incumbent was competent and faith- 
ful, and he conjd not vote for his removal. 

To the Bubuijquent Congressional course of your Bepresentative, no ob- 
je^on from any quarter is known to have been made. His courteous and 
dignified bearing, the propriety and manHness of his conduct commanded 
the respect of those who differ from him most widely in opinion. His 
great speeds on the Slave Power, the first which he deliveredf ^ave him a 
reputation throughout the country, and drew from Mr. Adams the utter- 
ance of that memorable expression, "Thank God ! the Seal is broken at 
last." ' He applied himself with steady assiduity to the care of the various 
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interests of his constituents.^ Among the subjects of chief importance to 
them was that of the Tariff ; and though placed by Mr. Winthrop upon 
the obscure Committee on Agriculture, he availed himself of the occasion 
of a reference to that Committee of a part of the President's Message, to 
produce an elaborate Beport upon the influence of protective duties upon 
the*agricultural interests of the country. The question of the Tariff, has 
never been, at least in this Congressional District, strictly a party question. 
The Tariff of 1842 was passed by the vote of our then Democratic Repre- 
sentative. The effect of protection upon Agriculture has been always con- 
sidered a point especially requiring explanation and argument*; ,and 
this report of 'Mr. Palfrey has been pronounced by a competent judge (now 
a supporter of General Taylor,) to be the ablest Tariff document he ever 
read. ^ 

"When the Whig National Convention nominated Gen. Taylor, Mr. Pal- 
frey could not, consistently with his principles and former professions, con- 
sent to acquiesce in the support of that nomination. No reasonable man 
could have expected that he would do so : and he expressed himself favor- 
ably to the political action of those who were determined to make opposi- 
tion to the extension of Slavery, not only the paramoimt principle in their 
party creed, but an indispensable requisite in their candidates for ofEce. 
Such a course could not be unexpected by his constituents. He was as- ^ 
sured on all sides, that his known dissatisfaction with the nomination of 
General Taylor would not prevent his receiving again the support of the 
'party by whom he had been elected ; that if he would only be silent, re- 
frain from taking any part in the Presidential contest, and keep his opinions 
to himself, he might be sure of the nomination of the Whigs, as well as ' 
that of the Free Soil party, and thus secure a triumphant re-election. Such 
inducements however, could not determine his conduct. He would not 
consent to stifle his honest convictions, or to conceal or suppress opin- 
ions which he sincerely entertained, for the sake of any object of political 
ambition. There had been no change in his political views or feelings, but 
he differed with many of his respected friends in regard to the course 
which honor and principle, and conscience required ; and he fearlessly fol- 
lowed the path which, to his own best judgment, seemed to br' sr.t uiVht for- 
ward and true. 

And now, Freemen of the Fourth District, why should lu^ no^ bo ro-'^ 
elected to the station which he so honorably fills ? Is there any en^ fv be 
gained, except the gratification of an excited and vindictive jjiirty spirit, by 
setting him aside ? What right, what interest of yours will not be safe in 
his hands ? It may have been well enough for the Whi^ Convention, ^ 

adhering to the strict and formal rules of party disciplinet to go through ^"^ 

the ceremony of making an opposing nomination. That is thDir affair, and 
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wisely or unwisely, it has been done. But before the electors, the question 
rests upon other, and higher considerations. You haye sent him to Wash- 
ington as the standard bearer of the principles of Liberty, and the Eights 
of the North. And firmly, steadily, heroically, he has executed that sacred 
trust. He has never hesitated to stand up for the Interest and honor of 
Massachusetts, or to make his voice heard on the side of freedom and of 
man. And now, shall he be struck down at home ^ Did the South ever 
desert one who was thus fEuthful to Iier cause ? And has the North less 
honor for ?ier cheonpions ? What feelings do you think it would excite in 
the minds of John C. Calhoun and Senator Foote, to learn that a man who 
has Aone what Palfrey has done, could fail of an election in Massachusetts } 
Would they not laugh to scorn your professions of devotion to freedom } 
It has been urged against Mr. Palfrey that hets not a practical man» and 
that however learned he may be, he is inferior to Mr. Thompson in this 
respect. And a Boston newspaper has gone so fSeur as to intimate with a 
sneer, that Mr. Thompson excels liim in everything, " except a knowledge 
of the dead languages." It is an assumption which the facts will hardly 
support. With such knowledge as is practically important to the national 
legislator, and which is requisite to form an accomplished statesman, a 
knowledge of the history, and constitution, and laws of the coimtry, Mr. 
Palfrey is, perhaps, as largely stored as any of oul public men. He has 
served in our State Legislature, and, as Secretary of the Commonwealth, 
had occasion to inform himself fully in regard to her various interests, to 
compile'the statistics of her business and industry, and to acquaint himself 
with all the afGedrs of her people as thoroughly as any other man. With 
the "highest respect for Mr. Thompson, it may be questioned whether he 
has ever produced, or whether his warmest friends would expect him to 
produce, a Beport, which in thorough acquaintance with the subject in all 
its practical details, and masterly skill in comprehending, arranging, and 
adapting facts to the purpose of his argument, would excel the Tariff Be- 
port of Mr. Palfrey. And with respect to " languaget" those who have 
listened to Mr. Palfrey's speeches, or read Ids Essays, have fsmcied that 
there was a Uvirig language over which he possessed a power and control, 
which few have exhibited in an equal degree. It surely cannot be that 
the language of consistent, determined, uncompromising opposition to Sla- 
very and the encroachments of the Slave Power, a language in which Mr. 
Palfreywhas been thought to have gained some distinction, has become a 
<< dead lafiguage " in Massachusetts. 

We call upon you, therefore, to give to your worthy Representative i|rour 
renewed confidence and support. By whatever party name you may call 
yourselves, if you value courage, honor, manhood, and independence, more 
than fidelity to party allegiance, you may well give him your votes. To 
the honor of the people of the District, he has on the first trial received a 
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plurality*of their suffirages. The hold which he hail upon the respect and af- 
fectionsjof the people has been shown by his receiving hundreds of votes from 
both the political organizations of which he stands in a measure independent. 
Every engine of party warfeure, has been brought to bear upon him. He 
has been accused of perfidy, of ambition, of almost every form of treachery 
and baseness. He has been pursued with a personal bitterness, in some 
cases ahnost amounting to malignity. He has had to meet the coldness of 
old associates, and the hostility of foes. The meanness of addressing anon- 
ymous letters to his personal friends, with a view of shaking their con- 
fidence in his integrity, even this has been resorted to. Men of respectable 
standing have allowed themselves to indulge in sneers at his connection 
with the clerical profession. He has had much to bear, but he has borne 
it with patience and dignity. — And we now appeal to you for his vindi- 
cation. 

Massachusetts has lately lost a man whom she sent to the national cotin- 
cils, not as a partizan, but as a statesman and patriot. By a fortune which 
seems too appropriate to be called accident, the seat on the floor of Con- 
gress so long held by the venerated Adams, has ftdlen to the lot of Palfrey. 
Is it not well that Massachusetts should still have a representative who 
shall place questions involving human Liberty high tibove all others in his 
regard ? And from what district should he rather be sent, than from that 
which contains within its borders the earliest and most consecrated battle- 
fields of Freedom ? You can easily find representatives who will draw their 
salary, and attend punctually in their places ; who will do whatever work 
their party imposes, and vote regularly for such men and such measures as 
the caucus shall have designated. But when our people shall have shown 
that they estimate party fidelity above devotion to principle, to truth, and to 
duty, the race of fearless, true and independent men — of such men as 
John Q. Palfeey — will disappear from our public cotincils. 

E. ROCKWOOD HOAR, 
JOHN C. PARK, * 
JOHN H. SHAW, 
CHARLES MASON, 
GEORGE FARRAR, 
SULLIVAN FAY, 
ESTES HOWE. 
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